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Professor Bartsiokas is a paleoanthropologist specializing in paleopathology, paleo- 
physiology, microanalysis of fossil hominins and paleohistology. His broader research interests 
include primate and human evolution; human origins; evolutionary theory; geochronology; 
speleology, behavior and the environment. 
 
Awards: 
(Plato’s) Academy of Athens award for my work on the hibernation of half a million years old 
hominins from Spain (2022). 
Participation in a TRISH project of NASA concerning the hibernation of astronauts (2021) and 
a similar Villum project from Denmark. 
Platinum award from Mensa (1996) for IQ³ 155. 
 
Academic Education 
B.Sc. in Biology, University of Athens (1976). 
M.Sc. in Biological Oceanography, University of Athens (1980). 
Ph.D. in Anatomy & Paleoanthropology, University of London, United Medical and Dental 
Schools of Guy's and St. Thomas's Hospitals (UMDS), Division of Anatomy (1989). 
Postdoctoral research at the Human Origins Group, The Natural History Museum of London 
(1989-1991) and at the Hominid Paleontology Research Group, Department of Human 
Anatomy and Cell Biology, Medical School, University of Liverpool (1991- 1993). 
Comparative Anatomy and evolution of Primates (Certificat d'Université de Primatologie, 
Strasbourg, Alsace, 1994). 
Fundamental Aspects of Recombinant DNA Technology at Sheffield Hallam University 
(1992). 
 
Academic Positions 
Present position: Professor Emeritus of Physical Anthropology & Paleoanthropology (2019). 
Associate Professor of Anthropology, Department of History & Ethnology, Democritus 
University of Thrace, Greece (2005). 
Director of the Laboratory of Physical Anthropology & Paleoanthropology, Department of 
History & Ethnology, Democritus University of Thrace (2011-2019). 
Director of the Anaximandrian Institute for Human Evolution, Athens (1998-2011). 
Assistant Professor of Anthropology at the Democritus University of Thrace, Department of 
History and Ethnology (1994). 
 
Summary 
Professor Bartsiokas has directed fieldwork in Greece and participated in excavations in 
England, France, and Spain. His work has been published in Science, Science Advances, PNAS, 
L’anthropologie, The Anatomical Record, Proceedings of the Royal Society, Journal of 
Archaeological Science, Quaternary Science Reviews, Journal of Human Evolution, 
L'Anthropologie, Journal of Field Archaeology and other peer-reviewed international journals. 
His early research was on the non-destructive microanalytical methods on fossilized human 
bones such as energy dispersive X-ray microanalysis. He has discovered a method of 
measuring the degree of fossilization based on X-ray diffraction. By using X-ray microanalysis, 
he was able to show that the Femur I of Java man – part of the type specimens of Homo erectus 



- belongs to H. sapiens while the human cranium of the Java man and femora II-V belong to 
H. erectus. He has dated the Neanderthals of the Apidima Cave from Greece, the Wajak man 
from Java, and the Omo Kibish 1 skull from Ethiopia. He has invented the correct formula for 
calculating the tooth enamel thickness. His best contribution to science is in Paleopathology. 
He is the one who identified the lame leg of King Philip II - the father of Alexander the Great 
- in Tomb I in Vergina, Greece, based on his pathology mentioned in the ancient sources. The 
work has been widely reported e.g., in The New York Times (25-4-2000 & 20-7-2015 
http://www.nytimes.com/2015/07/21/science/new-tomb-for-father-of-alexander-the 
great.html), New Scientist (29-4-2000), National Geographic (21 July 2015), Archaeology (20-
4-2000 http://archive.archaeology.org/online/features/macedon/), and in documentaries by The 
Open University entitled "Health and Wellbeing in the Ancient World" and by the German 
Television Channel ZDF in the History Chanel entitled “Crime Scene Antiquity”. As 
consequence of his studies concerning Vergina, he has also discovered the sacred Persian 
chiton, sarapis, of Alexander the Great. He also discovered that the 300 thousand years old 
Kabwe or Broken Hill man suffered from lead poisoning (reported in The Times of London on 
1/1/94). By far his most important discovery was the hibernation of the Atapuerca hominins 
from Spain which is a quantum leap in the physiology of hominins reported in countless media 
such as the BBC, The Guardian https://www.theguardian.com/science/2020/dec/20/early-
humans-may-have-survived-the harsh-winters-by-hibernating and Big Think 
https://bigthink.com/surprising-science/humans- hibernation?rebelltitem=2#rebelltitem2. Due 
to this work, he is now participating in a TRISH project of NASA concerning the hibernation 
of astronauts and the Villum project of Denmark.  
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