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Athena Syriatou is Associate Professor of Modern and Contemporary European History at the
Department of History and Ethnology of Democritus University of Thrace. She has been
Director of the Laboratory of Modern and Contemporary History since 2018. She was born in
Athens. She received her undergraduate degree from the Department of English Language and
Literature at the National and Kapodistrian University of Athens. She continued her
postgraduate studies (MA and PhD) at University College London in European and British
History. She worked as a researcher and writer at the Deutsches Historisches Museum on three
research projects: Mythen der Nationen I, I, III. She worked at the Hellenic Open University
from 1999 to 2024 as an Associate Professor in the ‘European Civilization’ undergraduate
program as well as in the ‘Public History’ postgraduate program. She was the scientific director
of the digital program "Observatory for the Greek Revolution of 1821" (worth €485,000).
https://observatory1821.he.duth.gr/en/home-english 2020-2023. Her research interests focus
on topics of social and cultural history in contemporary Europe, particularly Britain, such as
nationalism and identities through education in the 20th century, and the uses of memory and
public history. She also studies topics related to the historiography of the British Empire and
post-colonial society. She has published books, articles, and chapters in collective volumes on
the above topics in Greece and abroad. She is a member of the editorial board of the journal
Historein ejournals and a member of numerous historical associatons. As director of the

Laboratory of Modern and Contemporary History, she has organized international and pan-
Hellenic conferences. She is the founder and publisher of the journal for young researchers,
Ereisma  for  History. https://tinyurl.com/5379v5Shs  https://tinyurl.com/bddwbhh35
https://tinyurl.com/bvwp3p25 Her most recent publication (issue editor) is the 22.1 issue of
Historein “Centre, Periphery and Back: European Historiographical Itineraries” June 2025
https://doi.org/10.12681/historein.41308




PUBLICATIONS selection:
Books

Histories and Historians of Britain, 19th-20th Centuries: Popular Stories and Refractions of
the Nation, Asine Publications forthcoming 2026

‘Centre, Periphery and Back: European Historiographical Itineraries’, Historein 22.1, 2025
edited by Athena Syriaitou

https://ejournals.epublishing.ekt.or/index.php/historein/issue/view/2285

Greece During the Twentieth Century Wars: histories from below, (editor) Conference
Proceeding, publication of Modern History Laboratory, Komotini 2024 [in Greek e-book]

https://modernhistorylab.he.duth.gr/wp-content/uploads/2024/09/Greece_in_the wars.pdf

Ruling the Waves: Aspects of the History and Historiography of the British Empire
(introduction, scientific editing, selection of articles), Asini, Athens 2018 [in Greek] [ISBN
978-618-5346-03-4].

History and Education in Europe from the 6th to the 20th Century, pp. 21-200 [together with
the text by G. Gotsis, Church and Monasticism, they constitute the volume by G. Gotsis and
A. Syriatou, Two Institutions that Shaped European Culture. Study Handbook], EAP, Patras
2002 [ISBN 960-538-404-3].

Articles and chapters in academic journals and collective volumes

“Scepticism and Modernity Britain’s battles with interwar utopias”, in Monika Flacke,
Clashes of Futures, Imhof Verlag, Spring 2026.

“Centre, Periphery and Back: European Historiographical Itineraries” Introduction Historein,
22 (1) 2025. https://doi.org/10.12681/historein.41308

“Thinking of Britain” from Afar: Itineraries of British History as Center and Periphery,
Historein, 22 (1) 2025. https://doi.org/10.12681/historein.39462

"A Few Words on the 'Cinderella of the Empire": Cyprus in British School Textbooks," in
George Kokkinos, Ellie Lemonidou, Costas Kasvikis, (eds.), From History to Historical
Education, commemorative volume for Maria Repousi, ed. Pedio, Athens, 2024, pp. 353-372
[in Greek] [ISBN: 978-960-635-854-8]

"Observatory on the Greek Revolution of 1821: A major digital public history project," in
Fotini Asimakopoulou (ed.), Seige Education and Freedom, Aspects of the Greek Revolution
of 1821, Athens 2024, pp. 251-274, [in Greek] [ISBN: 978-618-5346-55-3]

"History, Historical Culture, and 1821: Creating a Digital Archive of Public History in the
Twenty-First Century," 2023 (with Ilias Stouraitis and Kyrios Sgouropoulos), The Public
Historian, November 2023 https://doi.org/10.1525/tph.2023.45.4.47




"The Globality of British History: 'Old' and 'New' University Textbooks," in R. Benveniste,
A. Dialeti, G. Plakotos (eds.) Local, Transnational, Global: Transformations, New Fields,
and Questions in European Historiography, Themelio, Athens 2023, pp. 325-348 [in Greek]
[978-960-310-451-3]

"London in Flames and the Construction of the People," in K. Gaganakis, N. Yantsi, M.
Dourou-Iliopoulou, K. Raptis (eds.) European Cities in Crisis, from the Middle Ages to the
Present, Herodotus, Athens 2022, pp. 431-462 [in Greek]

"The Rise, Fall, and Enduring Resilience of the Historiography of British Decline," in G.
Tsigaras, E. Naxidou, D. Stratigopoulos (eds.), Andri Kosmos. Honorary volume for
Konstantinos Hatzopoulos, Stamoulis Publications, Thessaloniki 2019, pp. 599-610 [in Greek]

"Constructing Eurosceptics: Teaching about Europe in British schools in the 20th century” ,
Contemporary Issues, nos. 140-141, January-June 2018, pp. 96-99. [in Greek]

"Introduction" to Athena Syriatou, Ruling the Waves: Aspects of the History and
Historiography of the British Empire (introduction, scientific editing, selection of articles,
Asini, Athens 2018), pp. 9-30

"The British Empire and Stories of the British Empire," Athena Syriatou, Ruling the Waves:
Aspects of the History and Historiography of the British Empire (introduction, scientific
supervision, selection of articles), Asini, Athens 2018 pp. 31-106

"Cold War, Cold War Culture and History in Schools in Britain, 1945-1989," in M. G.
Varvounis, G. H. Tsigaras, E. K. Vogli (eds.), Interdisciplinary Pathways from the Present to
the Past. Commemorative volume for the 25th anniversary of the Department of History and
Ethnology, Stamoulis Publications, 2017, pp. 365-382

"Britain and 1956," Archiotaxeio, periodical publication of the Archives of Contemporary
Social History, vol. 18, November 2016, pp. 51-68. [in Greek]

"Minzu de, digud de, zhimin de hé zhéngzhi de: Ying digud shi ji qi lit yi" (Chinese translation
and republication of the article "National, Imperial, Colonial and the Political: British Imperial
Histories and their Descendants," Historein, 2012, (12) Global History Review, Vol. 10, No.
1, July 2016, pp. 14-50.

"History after Hobsbawm: Review of a conference," Contemporary Issues, nos. 128-129,
January-June 2015, pp. 120-130.[in Greek]

"National, Imperial, Colonial and the Political: British Imperial Histories and their
Descendants," Historein, Vol. 12, 2012, pp. 38-67. https://doi.org/10.12681/historein.181

"British Education and the Defamation of the Sixties," Historein, Vol. 9, 2009, pp. 116-140.
https://doi.org/10.12681/historein.27

"The Arena of Memory," O Politis, April 2005, no. 132, pp. 30-37.

"Der Krieg wird uns zusammenhalten," in Monika Flacke (ed.), Mythen der Nationen II. 1945
- Arena der Erinnerrungen, Deutsches Historisches Museum, Berlin 2004, pp. 285-324.



"The Heritage Industry," in the CD-ROM "History at Stake. Forms of Contemporary Historical
Culture," appendix to Historein, Vol. 4, 2003-2004.

"National Report: Greece" (with Ch. Koulouri, D. Giannakopoulos, V. Sakka), in Improvement
of Balkan History Textbooks Project Reports, The Economic and Social History Foundation of
Turkey, 2002, pp. 93-125.

"Duty and Instinct: History in Schools in Postwar Britain, 1945-1995," Mnimon, vol. 21,
1999, pp. 133-162. [in Greek]

"Fiir Konig und Freiheit," in Monika Flacke (ed.), Mythen der Nationen: ein Europdisches
Panorama, Deutsches Historisches Museum, Berlin 1998, pp. 174-199.

"An Interview with Norman Davies," European Review of History/Revue européenne
d'histoire, Vol. 4, No. 2, 1997.

"Teaching European history in English secondary schools, 1945-75," in B. Brivati - H. Jones
(eds.), From Reconstruction to Integration. Britain and Europe since 1945, Leicester
University Press, Leicester 1993, pp. 166-175.

Book reviews

"Welcome English Lads!" British Soldiers in Greece (1941-1947), Metechmio Publications [on
Loukis Hasiotis' book, “Welcome English Lads!" British Soldiers in Greece (1941-1947),
Metaixmio, Athens 2019 in Greek] Historein, Vol. 21 No 2, 2024
https://ejournals.epublishing.ekt.gr/index.php/historein/article/view/30694

"Universities: the mettlesome 'patients' and the power of freedom of knowledge" [on Eleni
Andriakaina’s book, Canary in a coal mine. Stories about failed modernities and the purpose
of the University, Asini, Athens 2019 in Greek], Ta Istorika, issue 76, April 2023.[in Greek]

"Sexuality and History" [about Dagmar Herzog's book, Sexuality in Europe in the 20th
Century, Gutenberg, Athens 2022], Supplement Anagnoseis, newspaper Avgi, September 4,
2022.[in Greek]

"The book that the reader continues to write" [on Hagen Fleischer's book, The Wars of Memory.
The Second World War in Public History, Nefeli, Athens 42011], Contemporary Issues, issue
115, October-December 2011, pp. 98-101.

Review on Martin Daunton and Matthew Hilton (eds.), The Politics of Consumption:
Material Culture and Citizenship in Europe and America, Berg: Oxford, 2001. 310 pp.,
Historein, Vol. 5, 2005, pp. 164-170.

"A History of Europe, Europe a History" [on Norman Davies' book, Europe a History,
London 1996], O Politis Dekapentimeros, issue 29, December 13, 1996, pp. 42-43.

"The Idea of European Unity from Saint Pierre to Spaak" [on Derek B. Heater's book, The
Idea of European Unity, Leicester University Press, Leicester 1992], UCL Newsletter,
London 1993, pp. 6-7.



