
COURSE OUTLINE 
BYZANTINE HYMNOGRAPHY 

1. GENERAL 
SCHOOL CLASSICS AND HUMANITIES 

DEPARTMENT/UPS HUMANITIES / PHILOLOGY, HISTORY AND ANTHROPOLOGY 
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SCIENTIFIC AREA 

PREREQUISITES: 
 

NO 

TEACHING & EXAMINATION 
LANGUAGE: 

GREEK 

COURSE OFFERED TO ERASMUS 
STUDENTS: 

YES 

COURSE URL: https://eclass.duth.gr/courses/ΧΧΧΧΧΧ/  

2. LEARNING OUTCOMES 
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Upon completion of the course, students will be able to 
- distinguish the genres of Byzantine hymnography and analyze them in an appropriate way 
- know the basic sources of Byzantine hymnography, in order to use them in their study or 
research 
- understand Byzantine hymnographic texts, in order to draw appropriate conclusions. 
- Recognize the characteristics of hymnography as a literary genre and understand its place 
in Byzantine literature in general. 
- classify the different views of hymn writers according to the genre they treat, in order to 
interpret the perspective from which they view the events to which they refer. 
- recognize the various uses of hymn texts outside of ecclesiastical practice, in order to 
understand the influence of hymnography on the general social life of Byzantium. 
- clarify the attitudes of the authors towards different social or religious groups, in order to 
avoid misunderstandings of their attitudes. 
- contrast the multiculturalism of Byzantine society with that of modern times and see the 
positive aspects of tolerance. 
- evaluate the actions described by the authors and place them in a medieval context. 
- take into account the constraints imposed on the author by language, audience, doctrine, 
etc., so that his interpretation is close to the real situation. 

General Skills 
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 Adaptation to new situations 
 Decision making 
 Autonomous work 
 Practice criticism and self-criticism  
 Promoting free, creative and inductive thinking  
 Working in an interdisciplinary environment 
 Respect for diversity and multiculturalism 

3. COURSE CONTENT 
1. An introduction to the discipline of hymnography and its place in philology and other humanities. 
This will include an overview of the Instrumenta Studiorum and an examination of research 
methodology.  
2. Sources of hymnography include liturgical books and hymn collections. 
3. Hymnographic genres and terminology  
4. Hymnography of the Archaic Church. The initial liturgical poetry. The inaugural hymns in verse. 
5. The kontakion: its genesis, name, structure, content and language. Romanus the Melodist: his 
biography and authorship.  
6. The Akathist Hymn: a historical and literary analysis  
7. The poetry of the canons: a study of its origins, name, content, character, structure, meter and 
language  
8. Hymnographic centers and poets of the canons: 
a) Sabbatical hymn writers 
b) Stoudite hymn writers 
c) Italian-Hellenic hymn writers 
9. The Great Canon: A historical, literary and theological approach  
10. Imperial hymnography: the works of Leo the Wise and Constantine VII Porphyrogenitus, among 
others. 
11. Hymnographic texts in prosodic measures, including iambic canons. 
12. Hymnography in the service of Education: The case of didactic hymn texts 
13. A comprehensive evaluation of Byzantine hymnography. 
The lecturer may select one or more passages from the works of one or more hymnographers for 
instruction.   

4. LEARNING & TEACHING METHODS - EVALUATION 

TEACHING METHOD 
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 Face to face 

USE OF INFORMATION & 
COMMUNICATIONS TECHNOLOGY 
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Use of ICT in teaching and communication with students 
- PPT presentations 
- Teaching materials, announcements and communication 
through the eClass platform 
- Study by students of supporting material relevant to the 
course content 
- Communication with students via email 
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Activity Workload/semester 
Lectures 39 
Essay  50 
Study and analysis of 
bibliography 28 

Written examination 3 
Total 120 
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Three-hour written exam in Greek, formative with 
short answer questions, essay development questions, 
and a text to be translated into Modern Greek with 
comments. 
�
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ANNEX OF THE COURSE OUTLINE 

 
Alternative ways of examining a course in emergency situations  

 
Teacher (full name): Μ. TZIATZI 

Contact details: mtziatzi@helit.duth.gr  
Supervisors: (1) NO 

Evaluation methods: (2) Final oral examination 
 
 

Implementation 
Instructions: (3) 

The final oral examination will be held via Skype for Business at a date and time 
to be announced together with its duration and content at a reasonable time 
before the oral examination.  

 
 

(1) Please write YES or NO 
(2) Note down the evaluation methods used by the teacher, e.g.   

 ������������$��� or/and exercises 
 written or oral examination with distance learning methods, provided that the integrity and reliability of the examination are 

ensured. 
(3) In the Implementation Instructions section, the teacher notes down clear instructions to the students: 

 
a) in case of written assignment and / or exercises: the deadline (e.g. the last week of the semester), the means of submission, the 
grading system, the grade percentage of the assignment in the final grade and any other necessary information. 
b) in case of oral examination with distance learning methods: the instructions for conducting the examination (e.g. in groups of X 
people), the way of administration of the questions to be answered, the distance learning platforms to be used, the technical means 
for the implementation of the examination (microphone, camera, word processor, internet connection, communication platform), the 
hyperlinks for the examination, the duration of the exam, the grading system, the percentage of the oral exam in the final grade, the 
ways in which the inviolability and reliability of the exam are ensured and any other necessary information. 
 c) in case of written examination with distance learning methods: the way of administration of the questions to be answered, the 
way of submitting the answers, the duration of the exam, the grading system, the percentage of the written exam of the exam in the 
final grade, the ways in which the integrity and reliability of the exam are ensured and any other necessary information. 
There should be an attached list with the Student Registration Numbers only of students eligible to participate in the examination. 

 

 

 

 

 


