
COURSE OUTLINE 
THE ROMAN EMPIRE: FROM AUGUSTUS TO MARCUS AURELIUS 

1. GENERAL 
SCHOOL CLASSICS AND HUMANITIES 

DEPARTMENT/UPS HUMANITIES / PHILOLOGY, HISTORY AND ANTHROPOLOGY 
LEVEL OF STUDIES UNDERGRADUATE – LEVEL 6 

COURSE CODE  XXXXX SEMESTER 7TH  

COURSE TITLE THE ROMAN EMPIRE: FROM AUGUSTUS TO MARCUS AURELIUS 

TEACHING ACTIVITIES  
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TEACHING 
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WEEK 
ECTS CREDITS 
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COURSE TYPE�
�������������������� ����������
�������

!�����
����"�#����$��� 

SCIENTIFIC AREA 

PREREQUISITES: 
 

NO 

TEACHING & EXAMINATION 
LANGUAGE: 

GREEK 

COURSE OFFERED TO ERASMUS 
STUDENTS: 

YES 

COURSE URL: https://eclass.duth.gr/courses/ΧΧΧΧΧΧ/ 

2. LEARNING OUTCOMES 
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Upon successful completion of the course, participants will be able to: 
 understand the significance of Roman history for Greek history and the shaping of Greek 

identity 
 interpret the relationships between cities and the emperor and how these relationships 

were expressed in public spaces 
 summarize the main cultural characteristics of the Roman Empire 
 apply their knowledge to analyze various issues in ancient history 
 use primary and secondary sources to substantiate and enrich their arguments 
 utilize relevant digital databases 
 classify, evaluate, and analyze relevant primary sources 
 combine literary, archaeological, and epigraphic evidence 
 interpret the phenomenon of Rome's rise and its dominance in the Mediterranean 

General Skills 
Name the desirable general skills upon successful completion of the module �
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 Search, analysis, and synthesis of data and information, using the necessary technologies 
• Independent work 
• Teamwork 
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• Respect for diversity and multiculturalism 
• Promotion of free, creative, and inductive thinking 
• Practice of critical thinking 

3. COURSE CONTENT 
1  Introduction  Introduction to students and presentation of the course 

content, objectives, learning outcomes, and requirements 
• The importance of Athens for Greek history and identity 
• Primary sources 
• Overview of contemporary research, bibliography, and 
methodology 

2  Augustus 
 

 The rise of Augustus 
 The principate of Augustus 
 The reforms 
 The stabilization of the empire 
 The impact of Augustus on the life and culture of 

the empire 
3  The Julio-Claudians  

 
 Political history of the Julio-Claudian dynasty 
 Economy 
 Society 
 Provinces 

4  The Flavians 
 

 Political history  
 Economy 
 Military 
 Public space 
 Literature and the arts in the first century of the 

empire 
5  Trajan 

 
 Expansion of the empire 
 Social policy – alimenta 
 Urbanization 
 Provinces and administration 
 OptimusPrinceps 

6  Hadrian 
 

 The traveling emperor 
 Foreign policy 
 Public works in the cities of the empire 
 Hadrian and Athens 

7  Marcus Aurelius 
 

 The Stoicemperor 
 MarcomannicWars and foreignpolicy 
 Reforms in law and administration 
 Succession 

8  The administration of 
the empire 

 

 The role of the emperor 
 Emperor and Senate 
 Rome and the provinces 
 Provincial administration 
 Autonomy of the cities 
 Roman law and codification 
 The military 

 
9  Society and Economy in 

the Imperial Age 
 

 Social classes: patricians, equites, plebeians 
 The right of citizenship 
 Slavery 
 Agriculture 
 The imperial economy 
 Taxation 
 The family 
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10  The Intellectual Life 
 

 The Second Sophistic 
 Poetry and novel 
 Medicine 
 Science 
 Philosophers in the Roman Empire 

11  Religion 
  

 The cult of the emperor 
 Developments in Hellenistic religions 
 City cults 
 Christianity 
 Henotheism 

12  Arts and Culture 
  

 Majormovements 
 "Imperial" art 
 Portraiture 
 Publicbuildings, forums, basilicas, cisterns 
 Amphitheaters 
 Mosaics 

13  Summary  Recap 
 Addressing questions 
 Student feedback 

4. LEARNING & TEACHING METHODS - EVALUATION 

TEACHING METHOD 
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 Lectures 
 Active learning (hands-on learning) - Experiential learning 
 Collaborative learning 

USE OF INFORMATION & 
COMMUNICATIONS TECHNOLOGY 

(ICT) 
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Use of ICT in teaching and communication with students 
 PPT presentations 
 Teaching material, announcements and communication 

through the eClass platform 
 Student study of supplementary material related to 

course content 
 Communication with students via email 

TEACHING ORGANIZATION 
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Activity Workload/semester 
Lectures 39 
Seminar 3 
Field-trip 3 
Independent study 
Progress assessments 
Exam preparation 
Self-assessment exercises 
Interactive activities 

72 

Written exam 3 
Total 120 

 

STUDENT EVALUATION 
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Formative 
 

Evaluation Language: Greek (English for Erasmus students) 
Written Examination (100% of final grade) 

Optional Components: 

1. Individual Written Assignment (30% of the final 
grade) 

2. Progress Check (5% of the final grade) 
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Format of the Written Examination: 

 10 True or False questions (10/100) 
 10 multiple-choice questions (10/100) 
 2 fill-in-the-blank texts (20/100) 
 2 analytical essay questions (2x30 points) 
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ANNEX OF THE COURSE OUTLINE 
 

Alternative ways of examining a course in emergency situations  
 

Teacher (full name): E.FASSA 
Contact details: efassa@he.duth.gr.  
Supervisors: (1) YES 

Evaluation methods: (2) Final written examination: 100% 
Implementation 
Instructions: (3) 

The written exam will be conducted via the eClass platform on a date and time 
that will be announced in advance. Students will be informed of the exam 
duration and content well ahead of the scheduled exam. 

 

(1) Please write YES or NO 
(2) Note down the evaluation methods used by the teacher, e.g.   

 ������������$��� or/and exercises 
 written or oral examination with distance learning methods, provided that the integrity and reliability of the examination are 

ensured. 
(3) In the Implementation Instructions section, the teacher notes down clear instructions to the students: 

 
a) in case of written assignment and / or exercises: the deadline (e.g. the last week of the semester), the means of submission, the 
grading system, the grade percentage of the assignment in the final grade and any other necessary information. 
b) in case of oral examination with distance learning methods: the instructions for conducting the examination (e.g. in groups of X 
people), the way of administration of the questions to be answered, the distance learning platforms to be used, the technical means 
for the implementation of the examination (microphone, camera, word processor, internet connection, communication platform), the 
hyperlinks for the examination, the duration of the exam, the grading system, the percentage of the oral exam in the final grade, the 
ways in which the inviolability and reliability of the exam are ensured and any other necessary information. 
 c) in case of written examination with distance learning methods: the way of administration of the questions to be answered, the 
way of submitting the answers, the duration of the exam, the grading system, the percentage of the written exam of the exam in the 
final grade, the ways in which the integrity and reliability of the exam are ensured and any other necessary information. 
There should be an attached list with the Student Registration Numbers only of students eligible to participate in the examination. 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 


